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be. “Matriculation blues,” she 


said, 


you never 


“the exams are only 
about «4 month away.” — “But 
had any trouble 
with your lessons, you always 
did well and pretty much took 


school in your stride. You're 


not going to let it bother 
when 


in your old age 
you re about te 
One last little push 
its part of the past.” 
“Thanks for the moral 


just 


seems to be 


point. and I suppose 


done with 
and 
sup- 
port.” she replied. “but there 
a saturation 
I've 
reached # You cram and 


swot and stuff your head with 


mountains 
ures. 


of facts and tg¢- 
shovelling spadefuls of 


sand inte your memory with- 


out end, atid 


self. What 
way 
for a scrap of paper 
treadmill to futility. 
then.” I 


literature 


self-expression there.” 


“Speaking of old age, you sure 
show yours.” she answered, — 
“or maybe it's because you 
went to school abroad. All the 
examiners want to know is 
whether we have boned up on 
our 200 Bible chapters, or 2 
how many 
cubte facts have been jammed 
head. 
They're not interested in whe- 
ther we know how to think.” 


Hebrew writers, 


Into each square 


ATER the same day our 

doorbell rang. and we ad- 
mitted an old friend, a dyna- 
mic and gifted high school | 
Enetish teacher. with a rea! | 
knowledge of and feeling for 
and an whusual 
ability. to communicate his 
own enthusiasm. After a brief | 
that 
had filled the time elapsed 
since we had last seen him. 
he came to the point of —y 


literature, 


account of the events 


vieit “You know.” he sal 


“I've decided to leave teach- 


tion already. I 


you're going to say, that rm 
a born teacher if there ever 
— but don't 
tt save your breath | 
Maybe you were right when 
you once said that no one 

than 


the 


was one. etc. 


SAV 


should teach for more 
four or five years, that 
returns are 
diminishing after 
deci 


way, 
feel that the 


without much 
purpose, I feel. You suddenly 
straighten up and ask your- 
for? Tt all just 
slips away into oblivion any- 
the moment the exams 
are over. If it's a game then | 
ft’s not a very funny one All 
It's al 
if you! 
ask me.” — “Well, what about | 
askec_ 
surely there's some room for 


_ Any- 
dnt to ee. 


just sterile, a dead end. «4 


nerye-wrarking intensive ef- 


fort without too clear a pur- 

J never have a moment 
a myself, my evenings are 
taken up with marking papers 


devilish 


the next dav's 


+ to year, and soon there 


at all. 


sidering the remuneration 


be no personal contact 
Anaé you know, con- 


feel myself quite literally he- 


heart. 


sald about our PD 


; 
: 


By 


3 eae pera, 


the most | 


with a heevy 
there we are arain. 
it’s always the best teachers | 
who leave the profession, the 


secondary education. But 


) is 
fell 
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is all very well for the 
meteorologists to say that it 
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been concerned, it has been an 
unnaturally cold spring. and 
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